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SAILPLANES AS UNMANNED
AERIAL VEHICLES

*  NEW SUSTAINER FOR ALL SAILPLANES
*  GRAND PRIX FINAL IN CHILE
* ELT'S SUCCESS RATE INVESTIGATED




3rd FAl WORLD SAILPLANE

OUTSTANDING

Cepastian Kawa ( The winner, Poland) said: “I'm sad...” (what!!? ... but
he follows)... “I'm sad because this was such a great Championship, and
now it ‘s over. I loved flying kere and the people were great, but now it has
come to an end. The Andes is a place to discover™. And a happy Carlos
Rocco (runner-up. Chile) said “This is a great achievement for us, for
the Club, for Chile. We are second in the world and it's the best possible
feeling. We used our experience to fly this Competition™.

E’w&ve were originally four applicants from soaring nations 1o stage tha 2010 World
Grand Prix final. By mid 2009, only Chile was still holding up its hand to a “Yes, we
can do it.” The others were obviously suffering from the effects of the world eco
nomic downturn. The success of this event was paramount to the international Gliding
Commission. The Grand Prix had become the most likely wehicle for the sport 1o establish
a world wide audience for gliding. The Grand Prix had already shown itsell to be a fast
moving competition spart - it onty now required a world wide audience. A canceliation and
or a failure was unthinkabla !

The IGC bureau threw their total support behind the avent and sent their roving ambas-
sor and chief steward, Brian Spreckley (UK), to oversee and help with the organisation
Heavy weight administrator and IGC vice president, Roland Stick, (France) deputised for
the IGC president Bob Henderson . His role - Championship Director.

And so the scene was set for a championship that will inevitably be acknowledged as
the highlight of the 2010 competition scena. Chile was not new to a Grand Prix competition

- they had staged a heat-
run-off contest in 2009,
but this was the big ons!
After all, the world's 14 top
competition pilots had al-
ready run the gabbit of this
high speed soanng con-
test by being highly placed
in the run offs. Those high
places qualified them for

5. - the 2010 event
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‘ Brian Spreckley, 1GC Chief Steward, introdiucting the pilots

THE WORLD'S TOP FOURTEEN

if ever thera was an assembly of “Who's
Wha" in our soaring workd it was at this contes!
in Santiago. You had to have fought hard t
have secured your position in this c
SCana,

Each pilot had bean askad 10
soaring activities and achievements
them axtramaely interesting

SEBASTIAN KAWA
Mationality: Polish - Age 38 -
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-rm Commant: Both mother ar'-l:." father &re
doctors, whikst his father is a prominent Polish
pilat too. Prior to taking up gliding he repre-
sented Poland at competitive yachting. Both
father and son represented Poland at the Worild
Gliding Champéonships in Nitra, Slovakia in
2003, Sabastian won all European and Yworid
championships from 2002 to 2007 plus all the
main GP events. Is curmantt nked Mo 2 on
the FAl glider pilots ranking list. A great adver-
tisarmant for the Polish produced Diana sail-
plane, which ha flew at Santago

MARIO KIESSLING
Mationality: German = Age 36 - Profession:
Software Project Man - Recently married,
September 2009 - Flying since: 1990 - fathar,
also a pllot - Competing since: 1994 - Flying
Houwrs: 3700, Achievements: 1994: Member
Bundeswehr Sportférdergruppe Segelfiug -
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1985: 2nd German Juniors (Std Glass)

15t Garman Juniors and 151 Euro M JUnors
- 151 Garman Mationals - 20

man Mationals - 2004: 3rd Europ

2nd Grand Prix Finals, 5t Aulbs

Grand Prix in St. Auban - 2007:

Jationals - 2008 d at the Worlds -

Garman Nationals - 2009: 1st at the Ewrop

- 1984 to 1999

rman Gliding Team. P
plane: Schempp Hirth Vientus 2ax

CARLOS ROCCA
HNationality: Chilsan — Age 41 - Pro
Civil Er.r"lrmr"r Single — Flying 5
fathies & an accomplishad g“'j"."r an
pilot. Started paraglding but changed
gliders. Compating since: 1838 -
1500 (glkding) 400 (powaer)., Achi
Chilean Nationals 2004, 2005
- 2nd Chilean Nationals in 200

Has a love of gliding asrobatic
sailplane: Schempp-Hirth Ventus Zb

THOMAS GOSTHER
Mationality: italian, Age 43 - Prof
nessman - Flying since
cial power and halicopt
pllot rated. Compating since
hours = 5000 (ghiding), 4000 (po
med
20m classes. Also five times Italian
- 15t Chilean Mationals 2008, F'r
world distance record of 2,134 kn
sallplane; Diana 2

WOLFGANG JANOWITSCH

Mationality: Austrian, Aged 28 -
Ausirian Airines A32
chikdren. Fhying s
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1983, Flying Hours: 5000 (gliding) 13000
(power). Achievements: 3rd 1993 Worids, 15t
2003, 2nd in 2006, European Champkonships
- 18t 2004, 15t 2005. Gliding instructor since
1988, ATPL from 1986. Type rating mstructor
for the A320 since 2006. Pralemed salplane:
Schempp-Hirth Ventus 2cxa in 15-meter con-
figuration
GRAHAM PARKER

Mationality: Australia - Aged 55 - Profession
Anaesthetis! [ a single digit handicap golfer)
Famnily: Wife Danielle and daughter Lauren (3)
Flying since: Sinca 1975 - Competing since:
1977 - Flying hours: 3, 000 hours — Achieve-
ments; Day winner (twice) World Champion-
ships, Five timas Australian Mational Champion
= currantly 18 metre champlon. Licencad
power pilot. Preferred sailplane: ASG29E Gra-
ham's comment prior 1o the start of the event
What are your expectations to fly in Chile? "My
axpactations are to comibine tha cut and thrust
of Grand Prix fiying, which is the purest form
of racing imagineabbs, with the thrill and chal-
lenges of mountain flying while compeating and
socialising with somea of the best glider pilots
in the world. | am not sune that life can get any
batter than this!”

EDUARD SUPERSPERGER
Matipnality: Austrian - Age 45 - Profession:
Technical Engineer - Marmied to Karin, one child
Andreas (20 years old) - Competing since: 1985
- Flying Hours: 3100 - Achievements: Thresa
timas Austrian 15m Mational Champion and
once National Standard Class champion, Pre-
ferred Sailplane: Schempp-Hirth Ventus 2b

ULl SCHWENK
Mationality: Garman - Age 50 - Profession
Fashion house retailer and tha new owner of
Jaxida Covers - Family: Married to Elke, with
two daughters and one son - Flying since: 1873
- Competing since: 1979 - Flying Hours 6000
- Achievments: 2nd Worlds 1995, 1st Europe-
ans 1998 2nd Waorld GP 2007, 3rd Europeans
2007, German MNational Champion 1982 and
1996. Gliding Instructor, power pilot licence.
Praferred soilplana: Schemmp-Hirth Ventus
2a
RENE VIDAL

Mationality: Chilean - Age: 41 - Profession:
Mechanical - Family; Marmied, two children(t
and 4 years) - Flying since: 1885 - Lompeting
since: 1999 - Flying Hours: 1200 - Achiev-
ments: 2nd at the Chilean MNationals in 2002,
Gliding instructor . Preferred sailplane:
Schemmgp-Hirth Ventus 2cT Comment: * This
kind of compatition keeps the adrenaline at the
highest level. The regatta start is one of the
most spactacular moments”.
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HEIMO DEMMERER
MNationality: Austrian - Age: 51 - Profession
Austrian Airlines B777 Captain - Family: Mar-
ried with 4 childnen - Flying sinca: 1974 - Com-
pating since: 1982 - Flying hours: 4000 (ghiding)
29000 (power). Achiavements: Four timas
Ausirian Mational Champion - 18t Hahnwesde
Pokal and the CIM Rieti - 3rd Austrian Grand
Prix Qualifier. Qualifisd gliding instructor, fhght
examiner for the Boeing 777 and Airbus 340
Preferred sailplane: Schempp-Hirth Ventus
2b
TILO HOLIGHAUS
Mationality: German - Age: 41 - Profession
Sailplane manufacturar - Family: Marmied to
Katia (also a glider plot) with three children
[Twins Amedie and Felix, aga 6 and Charlotte
4) Flying sinca: 1984 (14 years of age) - Com
peting since: 1986 - Flying hours: 3.500 hours
{gliding) and 100 power. Achievements: 2nd
place Qualfying GP in Chile 2009, one wond
record and several German national recons
Prefermad safiplane: Schempp-Hirth Ventus 2ax
Coamment: “Chile iz a spactacular, - breathiak
ireg miountain flying in the most exciting glickng
arena of the world. Chila has producad my Dest
soaring adventures aver,
PETR KREJCIRIK
Mationality: Crech Age: 50 - Profession
Laadar of Asrociub Hranice - Family: Mamried
ta Jitka, dauvghter Kamila (21) and son Radek
(18) - Flying since: 1978 - Compeling snce
1980 Ragionals, 1881 national level, 1934 in-
ternational. Flying Hours: 6666 (gliding) 9834
[power) - Achievements: 1st EGC, 2002; 3rd
EGC, 2005 - 3 rd WG, Club Class, 2008, - 3
rd Grand Prix, 2005: Preferred Sailplane:
Schempp-Hirth Vientus 2ax
THOMAS GOSTHNER
Mationality: German - Age: 23 - Profession
Sports Soldier - Flying since: 2002 (licensad at
age of 16 - Competing sincec 2005 - Flying
Hours: 1450 - Achisvemeants: 2nd Polish Grand
Priz, 2009 - 1st Hockenheim Competition, 2007
- 3rd Int. Military Gliding Competition, 2009 -
3rd Swiss Juniors in 2009 - Gliding instructor
- Preferred Sailplane: Schempp-Hirth Discus
2a
OLLI TERONEN
HNationality: Finnish - Age: 50 - Profession: Cra
and Maxillofacial Surgeon, PhD, DDS - Family
Recently married - Flying sinca: 1989 - Com-
pating since: 1891 - Flying hours: 1600
Achievements: Pariicipated in 17 Finnish
championships securing several medals and
one national championship win - compeatad
Liushach Workds 2002 - European charmeson-
ships, Pociunai 2007, Nitra 2009 - Several in-
ternational competiions.
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FIRST OFFICIAL TRAINING DAY

Santiago woke 1o a partly cloudy (cirmus)
first training day. The temperature rose to
30°C, which was indicative of what was to
follow over the next twelve days. A racing
task of 2B0km was announced. First TP was
50 krm to the sowth, then 140 to the north
and finally back to Santiago. First launch -
md-day. A long bnating held later in the day
meaant that “it was now down 1o business.
Roland Stuck summaoned all the pilots and
organisers to the meeting to sorl out the
usual domastic things. The griding order,
launching procedures, release areas, the
restncted ar spaces, starting procedures,
the finish and landing procedures.

It was graphically pointed out to the pilots
that the airfield was in the middie of the city,
50 low energy amivals or seeking ground
effect over Santiago's residential areas would
make for spactacular arrvals, Dumping wa-
ter on residenial neghbours would undoubl-
edly jamb the contest’s telephone axchange.
Roland'’s final point was SAFETY, “l want
avaryDody (o have a fun, fast and an espe-
clally safe GP* he said.

To the credit of the organisers, thay had
just several days previously complated thasr
own championships (the 48th Chilean Ma-
tional Championship) and here they were
about to stage the world final of the Grand

Prix, a creditable affort for a gliding move-
ment with just 150 members.
The New Year's eve party (staged betwaan
thie end of the Chilean nationals and t
of the Grand Prix) "was something
the saying goes. Chilean hospi
Da axpananced 10 ba baleved!
Speads over the two practice d
high as 141kph

COMPETITION DAY 1

The weather warm with no visible ¢l
The pilot’s briefing at noon. The
at 1500 hrs following a 1330 hr
max temperature Was expe
34°C. The task: Polygon with <
tance: 319, Tkm

Weak thermals from the beginning and a
gFUE!:‘lll'Ig Workout on the f:ljl'__']l_"!-'
ol the day.

wl, Dhara

COMPETITION DAY 2
The task was 324.1 km p
with several ridge runs. Te
wena 4° lower than the pn
was a risk of low clou
sea which was expected to cut ¢
heating. Skies above the airfield

arg Claar

The “Digna " again proved that it is the wltimate 15m sailplane ‘par-excellence”’
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blue with forecasted thermal strengths of 2.4
to 4 m/s. There was a strong inversion at
3,300m QNH, some 2,000 m thick. Tha tem-
perature required to break this was 30° C.
Onily nine competitors complated the course
and landed back at Santiago. The task was
too long for the conditions. The web site had
8300 hits for the day. Undoubtedly great
interast world wide

Podrgs 10, (11
Poinis B, (12
Polnts T, (1T}

1 Blavva Sebastianr, Pol, L Sph
2 Sotwerk LS, Gt B0, Thph
3 pambng Mars, O, | BE,6Mp

COMPETITION DAY 3

A task of 217 km fo the north was an-
nounced with a start time of 3pm kocal tima.
{1900 GMT). First launch 13.30 hrs. At launch
the weather was looking very good with a
high temperature of 33° C. Predicted ther-
mals strengths of 3.1 m's to 4.2 m/s. Even
so, thermals proved to be considerably
stronger in some hot spots

After a head to head race, Thomas Gos-
tner (ITA), beat Sabastian Kawa (POL) by a
small margin. It was sailplane Diana against
sailplane Diana. In third place was Heimo
Demmarer (AUT). So after three races and
five 1o go there was a promise of signifi-
cantly better weather. Sabastian Kawa cur-
rently led with 25 points, followed by Mario
Kiessling (GER) with 23 points and Thomas
Gostner (ITA) on 20 points. Carlos Rocca
{CHI) 19 points, and Ui Schwenk (GER) 16
points. To explain: Scoring af 8 Grand Prix is
totally different fo a conventional s0anng
championships with their 1000 points per
day system. The Grand Prix scoring 5 de-
signad o make sconng move understandabie
for the “great uneducated public”

1 Gt Thorrsl, Baly, 121 Zeph

2 iaws Sabaatien, Poland, 121 1kph
3 Dt Hadmo, Austria, 119, Vepk
S Rocca Vaisl Carkcs, Chils, 115 Ssnh
i Sotrevari LK. Casrmany, 11

5 2

COMPETITION DAY 4
A sunny day in Santiago, as well as a sunny
day on the coast which meant that the slable
air mass was moving away. The task - 240.5
k. There was a very strong inversion of 7°C

i [ rrd‘. it

at 1000 meters, which acted as a lid over the
ridgas, With a max thermal haight of 2,500
QMM and with only two good soanng Nowrs,
pilots could not afford to loier anywhere
along the task. Any delay would be disas-
trous. Mario Kiessling (GER) hit the front with
a first place at an average spead Of 128 kph,
clasaly followed by Uli Schwenk (GER). Car-
los Rocca (CHI) joined Kiessling in the first
place overall too. Chile was ecstatic

1 Mgl haria, Gar

138, Sicph Pt
el L, Lo P

128, 1kpt

g, L, T2
vl Sebastian, Poland, 127, 1kph Py &

5 Gosires Thomas, Raky, 120 Jkgoh Pt

Ll

COMPETITION DAY 5

Santiago woke up to yet another baauti-
ful day with an expacted high of 30°C. The
web site organiser reported total hits of
50,000 and 10,000 video downloads with
11.000 visitors during the previous day. Task
Satter, Arturo Diez pulled a task out of the
hat for this day. A good test for the pilots -
J313.4 km, with all turm pu-nts to the south,
the first - 150 km south of Santiago

Mumerous valleys had to be crossed and
finding the right way was never obvious
There is a big difference betwean the races
to the north at around 3000 metres ONH and
the ones to the south at 1700 metres OlH
The ridges are smaller and just one missad
hot spot could find the pilot floating over
those famous Chilsan vingyanis

This competition site presented a muiti-
tude of options for the task setter and he was
certainly testing pilots to their limits. Again
first launch at 13.30 hrs. The organisers
predicted the task time would be 2.5 hours
expecting speeds to average between 120
and 130 kph.

It was a disasirous day for Mario Kiessling
Ha was one of two pilots to land out, SConng
na points for the day

1 HKrwa Sebaatas, Polewd 1788 kpi Podrtis. 1
2 Gostres Thirmas, Baly 1788 kph Pounts
1 Accca Vicdal Carlos, Chlis 1285 kph Pt

4 Schweank US, Garmany 1275 kph Podrits

COMPETITION DAY &
Another 300 km plus day. This time 329.5
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km covering both to the north and to the
south. Thara was a maximum speed of 170
kph set for crossing the starn ling at a max
of 2200 OMH. Weather almost a rapeat of
the previous day.

Coming from behind, Garlos Rocca
(CHI), the local hero, made his move early
on the final leg, got a great thermal that let
him make a final glide of 140 km. This put
him in second place, only one place behind
tha master, Sebastian Kawa, who in his im-
paccable style, again finished first

Mo matter how you throw the ball at him,
he always catches it! He was now in a pos:-
tion that he could almost not fail 1o win this
championship, Second place seemed as-
sured to the Chilean, but the third place was
still any body's guess.

Poanis 10 (L)
Podnts. B ()
Posnés 7 {10
Poanés 514
Posris 4 (M
Ports 3 (15

Podrrts. 2 [X5)
Posnts 1 (3

1 Rocea Vidal Cardos, 147 Zkph

2 el Sebastian, 740 S

4 Superspeger Eduard, 137.0kph
& Jancwisch Wollgang, 133 Sph
f Sotwemni L, 131 Landh

T Holgius Tha, 137 Tkgh

& FOwmaling Maoric, 128, 0kph

& Vical Rene, 127, Tph

10 G Thomas, 125, Skph Poants. O CXX

Tweanty four per cent of web Site \iewers were
Germnans, 20% Polish and on a smaller scals,
Crechs, Amernicans and Enghsh

COMPETITION DAY 7

The camaraderie amongst the competi-
tors had 1o be seen to be believed. The at-
mosphere whilst alectric at times - pilots
could not do enough to help each other on
the ground. A different story in the air
though.

It promised to be a very competitive day,
with strong thermals forecast. The task a 340
krm race that was to take the pilots 140 km
north to Chinco, then 27 km north east and
then a dog-leg back to Santiago. The gate
opened at 1500 hrs as usual

“Laughing Boy™ Uli Schwenk, declared
at briafing that gliding is a passion to hirm.
This German pilot believes that gliding gives
you the tools to learm how to make decisions,
just one amongst thousands of reasons wiy
it must ba promated. It has taken me 1o a
new lavel in life. In gliding you learn how o
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balance things, that halps you in many as-
pects”, He declared that Chile is dafinitely a
unigque area in which to fly.

There wasn't a Chilean without a smie
on his face at the end of the day. Local Chil-
gan, Carlos Rocca again performed fauit-
lessly to retain his second placed. Sebastian
Kawa continued to lead the pack with 43
points, but only aight points ahead of Hocca.
Either Schwaenk, Keissling or Gostner could
clinch the third place, all having significant
time flying in the Chilean mouniains

1 Baraa Sebastisn
2 Rocca Vidal Car
3 Gorsiner Thamad, 123 0ph
4 Gohwesnk LK, 122 Gapl

126 Siph Posr

124, dkph =

COMPETITION DAY 8

The final day's task was a pedesiran
268.7 km odd shaped triangle of soris. Car-
los (Chile) flew very conservativaly. A very
wiza guy! And baligve it or not, aner having
flown the Chilean MNational Championship,
then placed 2nd in the GPF, he immadiataty
started to prepare to leave for Argantina
after his last GP landing, to compete in the
South American Championship. There goes
ona very keen gliding enthusiast (presumably
with 2 money bank in his traibert)

The rest of the fisld made it a fast and
furious race as predicted with Sebastian
Kawa from Poland finishing in first place
again. Kawa the overall winner

After several bad days Mano Kiessiing
had slipped from the podium places, bul
made it back in great style, finishing 2nd in
today's race. That, and the fact thal Ui Sch-
weank finished d4th, gave Mario a ong point
advantage over his fellow countryman, gning
him the third place in this, the 3rd FAl Grand
Prix Final.

1 iawa Sobastian, Pol, Dana 2 180 5ph

2 Wby M, Gor Varduaae 268, Nam T4

1 Hohghais Tio, Gar, Veniua 2 139, Thp!

i Setwenni LN, Gof Ventus 2 139, Teph

£ Vil Fsrss, Chila, Venbus 2o Bm 138 Jkpt

& Rocea Vidal Cados, Chile Menius2b 137.98ph  Poires 4 (52
T Geabrae Thomas, Basy, Dara 2. 137 5kpr H

The Chilean organisers, supported by IGC
officials, made this event a memaorable
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I. "My Daddy % a Glider Pilot fon!™ Tilo Ho-
fighaus hax other things on hiv svind.

2. Nor sure whar this exercise proves. Hope they
were all saber!

3. Brigfings were friendly afffairs.

4. Ul Schwenk's Ventux against the fypical
Santago bue sky days

3. A line up of the best sailplanes in world,

f. The LG.C suppors team. Brian Spreckiey,
Chief Steward and Contesi Direcior Rolasnd
Sruck




champlonship. The organisation was supero,
tha facilities exceptional and after the pnze
giving, there wasn't a “dry eye in the house”
as the saying goes. No one wanted 10 go
nome.

But a comment on the web from a Eurg-
pean competitor, sums up this contest.

“The 2008-2009 series for the FAI
Sailplane GP has ended with a tremen-
dously successful contest in Santiago,
Chile. Feaedback from pilots has been
great: “We are now almost three weeks
back home and we are still full of the
most exciting memories. This Grand
Prix for sure has been the most impres-
sive event in my life that | have been
privileged to take part in. We want lo
thank you for all you did for us - it was
simply fantastic!”

Opposite: Roland Stuck presents
Seahastian Kawa with the win - e
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| 3rd FAI World Sailplane Grand Prix Chile 2010
Club e Planeadores Vitscura, 02.01.2010 - 09.01.2000

FINAL RESULTS AND PLACINGS
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